[Study on cutaneous physio-immuno-pathological status in tinea versicolor].
This study examined 20 cases of tinea versicolor to assess the dermato-physiological, immunological and pathological status of lesion sites as compared to 20 normal control subjects. Lesion sites showed a significant decrease in sebaceous gland secretions and water content and an increase in pH value compared to normal skin. There was no significant change in involucrin, filaggrin, or number of stratum corneum cell layers. However, lesions showed weak positive staining of IL-1 alpha. A possible mechanism for these changes is that profuse sweat gland secretions predispose to fungal growth and acid mantle destruction, with the pathogens consuming amino acids and sebum as nutrients. Slight increases in IL-1 alpha levels seen in infected areas could be due to a fungus-stimulated immune reaction in the stratum corneum.